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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

Further to the Notice of Allowability dated October 24, 2004, Applicants' request that 
the following Comments be entered for the record. 



COMMENTS 

Applicant thanks Examiner Handy for allowing claims 22-23, 26-30, 33, 44-48, 55- 
57, and 60. 

It is requested that the Office record the following Comments on the Office's 

Statement for Reasons of Allowance. 

In the Office's Statement, the following characterization was made: 

The analysis sites are formed of microdishes hollowed out of 
the carrier to form a bottom, sidewalls, and edge area. The areas 
surrounding the microdishes are planar and made of hydrophobic 
material. The bottom of the microdish is made of a first hydrophobic 
material, while at least part of the side walls and edges is made from a 
second hydrophobic material. The first hydrophobic material is able to 
fix the reagent while the second hydrophobic material is not able to do 
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Reply to Examiner's Reasons for Allowance dated October 4, 2004 



so. This is shown in Figure 5. The Examiner considers the reference 
"Zaffaroni" to be the closest prior art. Zaffaroni teaches a plurality of 
hydrophilic sites surrounded by a hydrophobic field, but does not teach 
the use of two different hydrophobic materials in the wells. 



Applicants wish to point out that the Examiner's comments with respect to the 
claimed invention are inaccurate, as the claimed invention describes two different 
hydrophilic materials in the wells. 

For clarity, Applicants wish to make of record the following aspects of the claimed 



Claim 22 (Allowed): A device for chemical or biological analysis 
comprising a carrier comprising a plurality of analysis sites able to fix a 
chemical or biological reagent, wherein the analysis sites are formed of 
microdishes hollowed out of the carrier, the side walls and the bottom of the 
microdishes and the areas of the carrier surface surrounding each microdish, 
called microdish edges, being made in at least one hydrophilic material and 
the planar areas of the carrier arranged between the areas surrounding the 
microdishes being made in a hydrophobic material; 

wherein the bottoms of the microdishes are made in a first hydrophilic 
material, and at least part of the side walls of the microdishes and the edges of 
the microdishes are made in a second hydrophilic material, solely the first 
hydrophilic material being able to fix the chemical or biological reagent. 



Applicants respectfully request that the Office enter these comments so as to clarify 



invention. 



the record. 



Respectfully submitted, 



OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
Norman F. Obion 
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